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In re prior application of: Saito et al. 

Application No.: 0 9/367,630 Group No ■ 2623 

Filed: August 19, 1999 Examiner:" S. Ahmed 
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NOTE: Vn addition to identifying the application number of the prior application, applicant should furnish in 
the reQuest for an application under this paragraph the following information relating to ttie prior 
apphcBUon to the best of his or her ability: (!) Titie of invention; (ii) Name of applicants)' and (ifO 
Correspondence address." 37 C.F.Ft. § 1.53{d)(8}. 

Box CPA 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents /h 
Washington, D.C. 20231 J^^. ^i<t^ 

%o ^ 
CONTINUED PROSECUTION APPLICATION (CPA) % 

(37 C.F.R. § 1.53(d)) 

yNAmmG: CPA practice does not apply (other than design) where the prior application has a filing date on 
or after f^ay 29. 2000. 

NOTE: A continued prosecution application can only be used to file a divisionai or continuation of a prior 
nonprovisional application and can NOT be used to file a continuation-in-part application 37 C F.R 
§ 1.53(d)(1). 

CERTIFICATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.8(a) and 1.10* 

(When using Express Mair. the Express Mail label number is mandatory; 
Express Mail certification is optional.) 

I hereby certify that, on the date shown below, this correspondence is being: 

MAJUNG 

E deposited with the United States Postal Service in an envelope addressed to the JSiiaeiOasaWBOaGB^ 
*»^*^tw&^*feHl©^^ U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, -Box 2327 

37 C.F.R. § i^a) 37 c.f.r. § 1.1 o * Arlington, VA 22202 

□ with sufficient postage as first class mail. K) as "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee- 

Mailing Labei No. EL743938893US (^3„^3,„^, 

TRANSMISSION 

□ facsimile transmitted to the Patent and Trademark Office. (703) 



Date: 




Sigru 



IllZ/jza o ) 

' Benjamin L. Volk 



{type or print name of person certifying) 



• Only the date of filing (§ 1.6} will be the date used in a patent tenn adjustment calculation, although the date 
on any certificate of mailing or transmission under § 1.8 continues to be taken into account in determining 

V 1.10) or facsimile tiansmission 

(§ 1.6(d)) for the reply to be accorded the earliest possible filing date for patent tem, adjustment calculations. 
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WARNING: While facsimile transmission can be used to obtain a date of transmission for fAi/s correspondence 
the date on tfie certificate of transmission (§ 1.8(a)) of an application under § 1.53(d) (CPA) is not 
controlling (or even relevant), in that a CPA filed by facsimile transmission will not be accorded 
a filing date as of the date on the certificate of trBnsmission (§ 1.8(a)) unless Office records indicate, 
or applicant otheiwise establishes pursuant to § 1.6(f), receipt in the Office of the complete 
application under § 1.53(d) on the date on the certificate of transmission, and that date is not a 
Saturday, Sunday, or Federal holiday. 37 C.F.R. § 1.3(b)0) and 62 FR 53131, 53133. October 10, 
1997. Requests for a continued prosecution application filed by facsimile transmission should be 
clearly marked "Box CPA". 37 C.F.R. § 1.53(d)(9). 

Before using the CPA procedure note that a CPA application (§ 1.53(d}} cannot Ix amended to 
ddete the specific reference to a prior application (e.g., for patent term purposes), as well as the 
^edfic reference to any application to whic^ the prior application contains a specific reference 
under 35 USC 120, 121 and 365(c) and the expiration date under 35 USC 1S4(b)(2) of any patent 
issuing from the § 1.53(d) application will be based upon the filing date of the prior apf^ication 
(or the earliest application to which the prior application contains a reference under 35 USC 120 
121, and 365(c)). 62 FR 53131, 53145, October 10. 1997. 

WARNING: A continued prosecution application "is a request to expres^y abandon the prior application" as 
of its filing date, 37 C.F.R. § 1.53(d)(2)(v). Therefore, where the prior application is not to be 
abandorwd, any continuation or divisional application must be filed under 37 C.F.R. § 1.53^). 

WARNlNGz While the filing of a continued prosecution application is the spedftc ref&ence required by 35 U. S. C. 

§ 120 to every application assigned the application number, identified in sucft request, no 
amendment in the application may delete the specific reference to any prior application (e.g., for 
patent term purposes). 37 C.F.R. § 1.53(d)(7). 

WARNING: A request for an application under § 1.53(d) (CPA) cannot be submitted within papers filed for 
armtiyer purpose (e.g., tiie filing of a "condition^" request for a continued prosecution application 
witilin an amendment after final for the prior application). A "conditional' request for a CPA 
submitted (as a separate paper) with an amendment after final will be treated as an unconditional 
request for a CPA This will result (§ 1.53(0(2)(v)) in the abandonment of such prior) application, 
and (if so instmcted in the request for CPA) the amendment after final in the prior application will 
be treated as a preliminary amendment in the CPA 62 FR 53131, 53140. October 10, 1997. 

NOTE: The filing date of a continued prosecution application is the date on which a request on a separate 
paper for an application . . . is filled." 37 C.F.R. § 1 .53(d)^)(emphasis added). 

1. This is a request for the filing of a 

IS continuation 
□ divisional 

continued prosecution application under 37 C.RR. § 1.53(d) of the above-identified prior 
nonprovisional application. 

WARNING: 'A request for a CPA eiqoressly at>ondons the prior appplic^on asoftiie filing date of the request 
for the CPA. See 37 C.F.R. § 1.53(d)(2)(v). Therefore, where the prior application is not to be 
abar^doned. any continuation or divisional application must be filed under 37CFR § 1 53(b) " 
M.P.E.P. § 201.06(d). 7th ed. 

It is further requested that this continued prosecution application utilize the file jacket 
and contents of the prior application, including the specification, drawings, and oath or 
declaration from the prior application, to constitute this new application, and that the appli- 
cation numt>er of the above-identified prior application t>e assigned for identification 
purposes. 37 C.RR. § 1.53(d)(2)0v). 

NOTE; Since a CPA cannot contain new matter, the oath or declaration filed in the prior nonprovsional 
application would supply ail the information required under 35 U.S.C. § 111(a) and the mles to have 
a complete application and to obtain a filing date. Accordingly, the previously filed oath or declaration 
will be considered to be the oath or declaration of the CPA M.P.E.P. § 201.06(d), 7th ed. 

It is also requested that the above-identified prior application be expressly abandoned 
as of the filing date accorded this continued prosecution application 37 C F R 
§ 1.53{d)(2)(v). 

2. With respect to the above-identified prior nonprovisional application, this continued 
prosecution application is being filed: 
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B. □ 

A/07E 



A. SI before the earliest of the: 

□ termination of the proceedings on the prior application (37 C F R 
§ 1-53{d)(1)(ii)(C) ^ ^ 

□ payment of the issue fee on the prior application (37 C.F.R. § l . 53(d) (1)(ii)(A). 
0 abandonment of the prior application (37 C.F.R. § 1.53(d)(1)(ii)(B) 

OR 

after the payment of the Issue fee — but a petition under § 1.313(b)(5) has been 
granted in the prior application. 37 C.F.R. § 1.53(d)(1)(iO(A). 
Jan wnension of time is necessary to establish continuity between the prior application and the CPA 
^f^^^or^f^^^nsion of a-rno^uldb^med as a separate paper directs 

appl,cat.on. However, a CPA is nof irr^proper simply because the request for a CPaIs coZiZTna 
single paper with a petition for extension of time, . . comoinea m a 

-While the filing of a CPA is not strictiy a reply to an Office action mailed in a prior application 
a request for a Cf^A is a paper directed to and placed in the file of the prior appHcatiorT^d seete 
o take actron ,n O.e.. e^cpressiy abandon) the prior application. Thus, it will becor^'de^^^^ 
for Purp^of 37 cm 1.136(a)(3). As a result, an authorization in the prior application to cS 

wiTZtJZ\r""'V'.^^ -^^'^"'^-^--^oftirr^fee^^Ldepo^tat^, 
will be treated as a cons(mc6.e petition for an extension of time in the prior app/zSTon for the 

Zd^VZ rt "^r '^T'^'^ ""^'^ '° "^^^^ "^"'"''^ ^^^or apSr^Z 

and the CPA on the filing date of the CPA. 

'If an ex^nsion of Vme directed to the prior application is filed as a separate paper, it must be 

37 CFR 1. 10 Of mailed by Express f^ail). of the benefits of those niles are desired.' 
M.P.E.P. § 201.06(d). 7th ed. 

[3 An extension of time in the prior application is: 
la filed concurently in the prior application 
□ has been filed on 

3. It is noted that: 

• This application discloses and claims only subject matter disclosed in the prior 
application. 37 C.F.R. § 1.53(d)(2)(ii). 

• Filing of this continued prosecution application is to be construed to include a 
waiver of confidentiality by the applicant under 35 U.S.C. § 122 to the extent 
that any member of the public, who is entitled under the provisions of § 1 14 
to access to. copies of. or Information concerning, either the prior application 
or any continuing application filed under the provisions of 37 C F R § 1 53(d) 
may be given similar access to. copies of, or similar information concerning the 
other application or applications in the file jacket. 37 C.F.R. § 1.53(d)(6). 

• Filing of this request Is the specific reference required by 35 U S C § 120 to 
every application assigned the application number Identified in this request No 
amendment in this application may delete this specific reference to any prior 
application. 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.53(d)(7) and 1.78(a)(2). 

4. This continued prosecution application names as inventors: 

la the same inventors named in the prior application on the date this continued 
prosecution application under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .53(d)(2)(iiO is being filed. 
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□ fewer than all the inventors named in the prior application. 37 C.F.R. § 1 .53(d)(4). 

■■ A CPA application may be filed by fewer than all the inventory named in the prior application provided 
the request for an application under 37 C.F.R § 1, 53(d). when filed, is accompanied by a statement 
requesting deletion of the name(s) of the person(s) who are not the inventors of the invention being 
claimed in the new application. 37 CF.R. § 1.53(d){4}. 

□ Please delete the following name(s) as inventor(s), who are not inventor(s) 
of the Invention being claimed In this new application: 



NOTE: "No person may be named as an inventor in an application filed under this paragraph who was not 
named as an inventor in the prior application on the date the application under this paragraph was filed 
except by way of a petition under J 1.48." 37 C.F.R. § 1.53(d)(4). 

NOTE: A request for an application under § 1.53(d) purporting to name as an inventor a person not named 
as an inventor in the prior application (even if accompanied by a new dedaration/oath under § 1 63 
listing that person as an invented will be treated as naming the same inventors named in the prior 
application (§ 1.53(d)0(iiO). 62 FR 53131. 53141. October 10.1997. 

□ Please add the following name(s) as inventors: 



□ A petition under § 1.48 is attached. 

5. Attached hereto is an amendment to the prior application as it existed prior to the filing 
of this continuation prosecution application. 

NOTE: 'Any new change must be made in the form of an amendment to the prior application as it existed 
prior to the filing of an application under this paragraph. No amendment in an application under this 
paragraph (a continued prosecution application) may introduce new matter or matter that would have 
been new matter in the prior application. Any new specification filed with the request for an application 
under this paragraph will not be considered part of the original application papers, but will be treated 
' as a substitute specification in accordance with § 1. 125. However, the applicant must comply with the 
requirements of 37 CFR § 1.125(b) before the substitute specification will be entered into the CPA " 
37 C.F.R. § 1.53(d)(5). 

WARNING: An amendment after final filed and refused entry in the prior application will not be automatically 
entered in the CPA and specific insWctions to enter amendment(s) refused entry in the prior 
application must be filed. Q&A 64, 'Changes in Patent Practice and Procedure, ' effective December 
1, 1997. supplemented up to February 1. 1998. 

WARNING: The original disclosure of a CPA is the same as the original disclosure of the patent non-continued 
prosecution application and amendments entered in the parent application(s). However, any subject 
matter added by amendment in the parent application which is deemed to be new matter in the 
parent application will also be considered new matter in the CPA No amendment filed in a CPA, 
even if filed on the filing date of the CPA. may include new matter. " M.P.EP § 201.06(d). 7th ed. 

□ Please enter in this CPA application the unentered amendment under 37 
C.F.R. § 1.116 filed in the prior application. 

6. Information Disclosure Statement 

NOTE: -All information disclosure statements filed in the prior application that comply with the content 
requirements of 37 CFR 1.98 will be considered in a CPA by the examiner No specific request that 
the previously submitted information be considered in a CPA is required. 

'In addition, all information disclosure statements that comply with the content lequirements of 37 
CFR 1.98 and are filed within three months of the filing date of a CPA will be considered by the 
examiner, regardless of whatever else has occurred in the examination process up to that point in 
time. Thus, in the rare instance tiiat a final Office action or a notice of allowance is prepared and 
mailed prior to a date which is 3 months from the filing date of the CPA any information contained 
in an information disclosure statement complying with 37 CFR 1.98. and filed within that 3-month 
window must be considered by the examiner. . . [I}t should be expected that a first Office action 
will normaily issue in a CPA well within three months from the filing date of the CPA request The 
submission of an information disclosure statement after the first Office action is mailed could delay 
fyrosecution and result in the lost of patent term. Therefore, applicants are encouraged to file any 
infonnation disclosure statement in a CPA as eariy possible, preferably before the Hrst Office 
action. . . •M.P.E.P § 201.06(d), 7th ed. 
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□ Enclosed is an Information Disclosure Statement in accordance with the 
requirements of 37 C.F.R. § 1.98. 

7. Fee Calculation 

NOTE: '(3) The Uling fee for a continued prosecution application filed under this paragraph is: 
(j) The basic fifing fee as set forth in § 1.16; and 

(ti) Any addWona/ § 1.16 fee due based on the number of claims remaining in the application after 
entry of any amendment accompan^ng the request for an application under this paragraph and entry 
of any amendments under § 1.116 unentered in the prior application which applicant has requested 
to tie entered in the cmtinued prosecution application. ' 

37 C.F.R. § 1.53{d)0Xi) and (ii). 

A. 0 Regular application 



CLAIMS AS FILED 



Number filed Number Extra 

Total Claims 26 -20= 6 X 
(37 C.F.R. § 1.16(c)) 


Rate 
$18.00 = 


Basic Fee 
37 C.F.R. § 1.16(a) 
$740.00 

108.00 


Independent Claims 3-3 = 
(37 C.F.R. § 1.16(b)) 


0 X 


$84,00 = 




Multiple dependent 

claim{s), if any 

(37 C.F.R. § 1.16(d)) + 




$280.00 





(SI An amendment canceling extra claims Is enclosed. 

□ An amendment deleting multiple-dependencies Is enclosed. 

□ TTie fee for extra claims is not t>eing paid at this time. 

NOTE: tf the fees for extra daims am not paid on filing, (hey must be paid or the daims cancded by amendment, 
prior to the exf^ration of the tfme period set for response by the Patent and Trademark Office in arty 
notice of fee deficiency. 37 C.F.R. § 1.16(d). 

Filing Fee Calculation $ 848,00 

B. □ Design application 

($330.00—37 CF.R. § 1.16(f)) 

Filing Fee Calculation $ 

0. □ Plant application 

($510.00—37 C.F.R, § 1.16(g)) 

Filing Fee Calculation $ 
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8. Assertion of Small Entity Status 

S Applicant hereby asserts status as a smalt entity under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .27 

NOTE: 37 C.F.R. § 1.27(c) deais with the assertion of smail entity status, whether by a written specific 
declaration thereof or by payment as a sma// entity of the basic filing fee or the fee for the entry into 
the national phase and states: 

"(c) Assertion of small entity status. Any party (person, small business concern or nonprofit 
organization) should make a determination, pursuant to paragraph (f) of this section, of entitlement 
to be accorded small entity status based on the definitions set forth in paragraph (a) of this section, 
and must, in order to establish small entity status for the purpose of paying small entity fees, actually 
make an assertion of entittement to small entity status, in the manner set forth in paragraphs (c)(1) 
or (c)(3} of this section, in the application or patent in which such small entity fees are to be paid. 

(1) Assertion by writing. Small entity status may be established by a written assertion of entitlement 
to small entity status. A written assertion must: 

(t) Be dearly identifiable; 

(if) Be signed (see paragraph (c)(2) of this section); and 

(tii) Convey the concept of entitiement to small entity status, such as by stating that applicant 
is a small entity, or that small entity status is entitled to be asserted for the application or patent. 
While rm specific words or vmrding are required to assert smail entity status, the intent to assert 
small entity status must be dearly indicated in order to comply with the assertion requirement. 

(2) Parties who can sign and file tfje written assertion. The written assertion can be signed by: 

§ One of the parties identified in § 1.330) (e.g., an attorney or agent registered with the Office). 
§ 3. 73(b) of ^is chapter notwithstanding, who can also file the written assertion; 

(ti) At least one of (be individuals identified as an inventor (even though a § 1.63 executed oath 
or declaration bas not been submitted), notv\nthstanding § 1.330)(4), who can also file the written 
assertion pursuant to the exception un<^r § 1.33(b} of this part; or 

(lii) An assignee of an undivided part interest, notwithstanding §§ 1.33(b)(3) and 3.73^} of this 
chapter, but the partial assignee cannot file the assertion without resort to a party identified under 
§ r.33(b; of this part. 

(3) Asserti'on by payment of the smalt entity basic filing or bas/c national fee. The payment, by any 
party, of the exact amount of one of the small entity basic filing fees set forth in §§ 1.16(a), (f), 
(g), or (k), or one of the small entity basic national fees set fortii in §§ 1.492(^1), (aX2), (a)(3}. 
(aX4), or (3i)(5), mil be treated as a written assertion of entitlement to small entity status even if the 
type of basic filing or bas/c national fee is inadvertently selected in error. 

(t) If the Office accords sma// entity status based on payment of a small entity tiasc filing or bas/c 
national fee under paragraph (c)(3) of tiiis section that is not applicable to that application, any 
balsffice of the small entity fee that is applicable to that appTication will be due along with the 
appropriate surcfiarge set forth in § 1.16(e), or § 1.16(1). 

(It) The payment of any small entity fee other than those set forth in paragraph (c)0) of this section 
(whether in the exact fee amount or not) will not be treated as a written assertion of entitiement 
to small entity status and will not be sufficient to estab//s/) sma// entity status in an application 
or a patent. " 

WARNING: 37 C.F.R. § 1.27(cX4): "Assertion required in re/ated, continuing, and reissue applications. Status 
as a small entity must be specifically estaUished by an assertion in each related, continuing and 
reissue application in which status is appropriate and desired. Status as a small entity in one 
application or pa^t does not affect the status of any other application or patent, regardless of 
the relationship of the applications or patents. The refiling of an application under § 1.53 as a 
continuation, divisional, or continuation-in-part application (trKluding a continued prosecution 
application under § 1.53(<^), or the filing of a reissue application, requires a new assertion as to 
continued entitiement to sma// entity status for the continuing or reissue application. ' 

WARNING: "Sma// entity status must not be established when the person or persons signing the. . . statement 
can unequhrocally make the required self-certification.' M.P.E.P., § 509.03 (emphasis added). 
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□ Status as a entity was asserted in the prior applic^^n 

~ / filed on , from which benefit 

is being claimed for this application under 

35 U.S.C. § □ 119(e) 

□ 120 

□ 121 

□ 365(o) 

and which status as a small entity is still proper and asserted for this 
application. 

□ A copy of the written assertion of small entity filed In the prior application 
is included. 

NOTE: A refund based on establishment of small entity status, of a portion of fees timely paid in full prior to 
establishing status as a small entity may only be obtained if an assertion under § 1.27(c} and a request 
for a refund of the excess amount are filed wiitiin three months of the date of the timely payment of 
the full fee. The three-month time period is not extendable under § 1,136. 37 C.F.R. § 1.28(a). 

Filing Fee Calculation {50% of A, B or C above) 

^ 424.00 

9. Fee Payment Being Made at This Time 

□ Not Enclosed 

□ No filing fee Is to be paid at this time. 

NOTE: Since a general auUmrization to charge fees to a d^osit account in the prior nonprovisional application 
cam'es over to the CPA, where the applicant desires to file the CPA without paying the filing fee on 
the filing date of the af^licadon, the applicant may file the CPA with specific instmcU'ons revoking the 
general authorization filed in the prior application. M.P.E.P § 201.06(d), 7th ed. 

□ Applicant hereby revokes the general authorization to pay fees filed In the 
prior nonprovisional application of which this is a CPA. 

(This and the surcharge required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.16(e) can be paid 
subsequently.) 

£] Enclosed 

NOTE: "An apf^icant filing a CPA by facsimile must include an authorization to cfiarge the basic filing fee to 
a deposit account, or the application mil be treated under 37 CFR 1.53(0 as having been filed without 
the basic filing fee (as fees cannot otherwise be transmitted by facsimile.' M.P.E.P § 201.06(d), 7th 
ed. 

NOTE: A general auffmrization to charge fees to a deposit account filed in ttie prior nonprovion^ application 
caries over to a CPA and, in such a situation, the necessary filing fee will be charged to the deposit 
account M.P.EP § 201.06(d). 7th ed. 

13 Filing fee jft 424.00 

NOTE: Pajment of a small entity basic filing fee will be treated as a reference to the statements in the prior 
application that status as a small entity is desired and proper, 37 C.F,R. § 1.28(^(2). 

□ Recording assignment ($40,00—37 C.F.R. § 1.21(h)) 
(See attached "COVER SHEET FOR ASSIGNMENT 
ACCOMPANYING NEW APPLICATION.") $ 

□ Petition fee for filing by other than all the inventors 
or person on behalf of the inventor where 
inventor refused to sign or cannot be reached 

$130.00—37 C.F.R. §§ 1.47 and 1.1 7(i)) $ 

Total fees enclosed $ 
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10. Method of Payment of Fees 

0 Attached is a ^ check □ money order in the amount of $ 424.00 

□ Authorization is hereby made to charge the amount of $ 

E to Deposit Account No. 18-1829 

□ to Credit card as shown on the attached credit card information authorization 
form PTO-2038. 

WARNING: Credit card information should not be included on this form as it may become public. 

S Charge any additional fees required by this paper or credit any overpayment in the 
manner authorized above. 

A duplicate of this paper is attached. 

NOTE: Fees should be itemized in such a manner that it is dear for which purpose the fees are paid. 37CF.R 
§ 1.22(b). 

WAFtNING: Unless an application under § 1.S3(d} filed by facsimile includes an authorization to charge the 
baste filing fee to a deposit account, the applicant will be given a notification requiring payment 
of the appropnate filing fee (§ 1.53(d)(3)) and the late filing surcharge under § 1.16(e) to avoid 
abandonment of the § 1.53(d} application. 62 Fed. Reg. 53.131, 53,133 (Oct 10. 1997). 

11. Authorization to Charge Additional Fees 

WARNING: If no fees are to be paid on filing, the following Uems should not be completed 

WARNING: Accurately count daims. espedally multiple dependent daims. to avoid unexpected high charges 
if extra claim charges are authorized. ' 

S The Office is hereby authorized to charge, in the manner shown above, the 
following additional fees that may be required by this paper and during the entire 
pendency of this application, 

S 37 C.F.R. § 1.16(a), (f). or (g) (filing fees) 

K3 37 C.F.R. § 1.16(b), (c), and (d) (presentation of extra claims) 

NOTE: Becauseadditionaifeesforexcessormultiphdependentdaimsnotpaidonniingoronlaterpresenta^^^ 
must only be paid or these daims canceled by amendment prior to the expiration of the time period 
set for response by the P.T.O. in any notice of fee def^^ency (37 C.F.R. § 1. 16(d)). it might be best 
not to authonze the P.T.O. to charge additionai daim fees, except possibly when dealing with 
amendments after final action. 

□ 37 C.F.R. § 1 .16(e) (surcharge for filing the basic filing fee and/or declaration 
on a date later than the filing date of the application) 

E 37 C.F.R, § l.i7(a)(1)-^5) (extension fees pursuant to § 1.136(a)) 

□ 37 C.F.R, § 1.17 (application processing fees) 

WARNING: 'A written request may be submitted in an application that is an authorization to treat any co^^^ 
or future reply, requiring a petition for an extension of time under this paragraph for its timely 
submission, as incorporating a petition for extension of time for the appropriate length of time 
An authorization to charge ail required fees, fees under §1.17. or all required extension of time 
fees will be treated as a constnjctive petition for an extension of time in any concunent or future 
reply requmng a petition for an extension of time under this paragraph for its timely submission 
Submissron of the fee set forth in § 1.17(a) will also be treated as a constnrctive petition for an 
extension of time in any concurrent reply requiring a petition for an extension of time under this 
paragraph for its timely submission." 37 C.F.R. § 1. 136(a)(3}. 

□ 37 C.F.R. § 1.18 (issue fee at or before mailing of Notice of Allowance 
pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.311(b)) 
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NOTE: Where an authoriza^o charge the issue fee to a deposit account has ^^>led before the mailing 
of a Notice of Aitowance. the issue fee will be automaticatiy charged to the deposit account at the time 
of mailing the NoUce of Allowance. 37 C.F.R. § 1.311 (b). 

NOTE: 37 C.F.R. § 1.28(b) requires "Notification of any change in status resulting in loss of entitlement to small 
entity status must be filed in the application . . . prior to paying, or at the time of paying. . . . issue 
fee. - From the wording of 37 C.F.R. § 1.28(b}. (a) notification of change of status must be made even 
If the fee is paid as 'other than a small entity" and (b) no notification is required if the change is to 
another small entity. 

12. Instructions as to Overpayment 

NOTE: 'Amounts of twenty-five dollars or less will not be returned unless specifically requested within a 
reasonable time, nor will the payer be notified of such amounts; amounts over twenty-five dollars may 
be retumed by check or. if requested, by credit to a deposit account." 37 C.F.R. § 1.26(a). 

(3 Credit Account No . 18-1829 

□ Refund 

13. Change of Con^espondence Address Since Rling of Parent Application 

NOTE: "Special care should be taken in continuation or divisional applications to ensuie that any change of 
correspondence address in a prior application is reflected in the continuation or divisional application 
For example, where a copy of the oath or declaration from the prior application is submitted for a 
continuation or divisional application filed under 37 CFR 1.53(b) and the copy of tiie oatii or declaration 
from the prior application designates an old comespondence address, the Office may not recognize 
in the continuation or divisional application, the change of conespondence addiess made during the 
prosecution of the prior application. Applicant is required to identify the change of correspondence 
address in tiie continuation or divisional application to ensure that communications from the Office are 
mailed to tiie current conesponchnce address. 37 CFR 1.63(0(4).' § 601.03. M.P.E.P., 7th Edition. 

(complete the following if applicable) 

Since this filing is a □ continuation □ divisional there is attached hereto a Change of 
Con-espondence Address so that there will be no question as to where the PTO should 
direct all correspondence. 

NOTE: An attorney acting under § 1.34(a) may expressly abandon an application as of the filing date granted 
to a continuing application thereof when filing such a continuing application. See § 711 M P E.P 7tii 
Edition. 



Date: j'Ll jlX^Q^ ^ 
Reg. No. 48,017 

Tel. No. (31^ 727-5188 



SIGNAJV^ OF PRACTITIONER i \ 

Benjamin L. Volk ^ 

(type or print name of practitioner) 

Hoiwell & Haferkainp, L.C. 
7733 Forsyth Blvd. 



P.O. (Correspondence) Address 
Customer No. Suite 1400 



St. Louis, MO 63105 
(Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) [4-2J— page 9 of 9) 
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PATENT- 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



CERTIFICATE OF EXPRESS MAILING UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.10 

I hereby certify that this correspondence and the documents referred to as enclosed therein are 
being deposited with the United States Postal Service on {ljz.}h^O) .2001 in an envelope as 
'Express Mail Post Office To Addressee' Mailing Label Number EL743938893US addressed to: BOX 
CPA, United States Patent and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 2327, Arlington, VA 22202. 



Benjamin L. Volk 
Type or Print Name 



In re application of: Saito et al. 

Serial No.: 09/367,630 

Filed: August 19, 1999 

For: Lock and Switch Using Pressure-Type 
Fingerprint Sensor 



Examiner S. Ahmed 
Group Art Unit 2623 
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BOX CPA 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 2327 
Arlington, VA 22202 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Applicant submits the following preliminary amendment along with the CPA filing for 
the above-identified patent application. Prior to the filing of the CPA, the pending claims in this 
application were claims 11-29. By this amendment. Applicant has (1) amended claims 11-17, 
and 19-24, (2) canceled claims 18 and 25-29, and (3) added new claims 30-42. Please enter and 
consider this amendment prior to examination. 

In the Claims: 

Please am'end claims 1 M7 as shown in the enclosed marked-up copy of amended claims 

11-17. 
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